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- Water resources
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- Agriculture.and crops
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Irrigation systems
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- Irrigation scheduling
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- Price of irrigatiomwater
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.+ Agricultural practices, such as soil management, fertilizer

application, disease and pest control are related with the
sustainable water management in agriculture and protection of the
environment.

* Agriculture practiced in Mediterranean islands is characterized by
the abuse of fertilizers.Farmers very rarely carry out soil and leaf
analyses in order to clarify the proper quantity and type of
fertilizer needed for each crop and they apply them empirically.

- This practice increases considerably the cost of agricultural
production and is potentially critical for the deterioration of the
groundwater quality and the environment. The fertilizers for tree
and row crops are mainly applied by spreading on the soil during
winter, while fertigation -the application of the fertilizers through
the irrigation system- is practiced mainly for vegetable and
greenhouse crops.

* Agrochemicals (herbicides and pesticides) are also excessively
used, endangering the quality of the surface water and negatively
affect the environment. Plant-protection products (pesticides) are
often used preventively, even when there is not real threat in the
area.




T, Recommendations for irrigation water
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= Reduction of water losses

- detect and eliminate any
water leakages

= Improve the efficiency or
irrigation systems used

- surface irrigation
systems: land leveling and
use of short length
furrows and basins

- sprinkler irrigation systems: use pressure regulators in
sloping fields, monitor and adjust pressure, good system
maintenance

- localized irrigation systems: use a single drip line for a
double row crop, control of pressure, adjust the amount and
the duration of irrigation according to soil characteristics

arm distribution
losses
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L'Em Sustainable water management-in:
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